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Questions and Answers  
VA Cape Girardeau, MO 
VA101-15-R-0161 
 
Date; June 3, 2016 
 
1. Can VA provide the size and axle configuration of anticipated delivery vehicle(s) utilizing the 

dock area. 
Answer: (A full size semi-tractor trailer, similar to deliveries from Cardinal Health.) 
 

2. Interpretation of the term “permanent materials” as it relates to exterior building materials, in 
short, is EIFS an acceptable exterior material?   
 
Answer: (EIFS is an acceptable material for construction.) 
 

3. SFO section 1.8.3 request pricing for Janitorial Services to be submitted, SFO section 8.2.3 
Interior Cleaning by Lessor, SFO section 8.8 VA CLEANING Responsibility “The government shall 
maintain the interior of the leased property” Then states that the Lessor will provide cleaning 
supplies.  
 
Answer:  (VA shall have no cleaning responsibility for the exterior of the leased premises.  VA 
may elect to assume responsibility for interior cleaning.  However, until that election is made, 
the Lessor shall provide pricing in their offer for designated cleaning and maintenance 
responsibilities, to include supplies and equipment.  The Government will be responsible for 
the disposal of hazardous or pathological waste which has been properly stored in the 
designated store room.) 
 

4. The approved sites list owners are not allowing additional offerors to come in.  
 
Answer:  (This issue is not within VA procurement procedures to intervene.) 
 

5. Is it possible for VA to exceed the lease term of 20 years?  
 
Answer:  (No, not at this time.) 
 

6. Will VA accept a ground lease as evidence of site control?  
 
Answer:  (Yes.) 
 

7. Please provide additional data in the SFO on humidity requirements for the clinic.  

 

Answer:  (It is critical to have a chiller system to serve the surgical area.  Providing cooling is 

just one element to properly condition these spaces, and removing humidity has never been 

successful using a D-X roof top unit.  Not having the ability to reduce the humidity level will 

create moisture in these spaces, and in turn will cause an infection control issue.  A redundant 

chiller system will not be required as long as the stand-alone unit is robust enough.  A stand 

alone chiller needs to provide at a minimum conditioned air to the two surgical suites, two 
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endo suites, and central sterilization.  Additional requirements: This chiller could benefit the 

cooling capabilities for the Pyxis Medication/Equipment Room and providing sufficient 

temperature/humidity control for the 2 Pharmacy Hood Rooms.) 

 

8. Request an initial offer due date extension of two to three weeks.  (In order for us to put 
together an organized and competitive proposal, whether individually or partnering with 
another developer, an extension would be very helpful.   
 
Answer: (Initial offer due date extended to June 22, 2016.) 

 
9. How long will it take VA to decide on extending the initial offer due date?  (Initial offer due 

date extended to June 8, 2016.) 
 

10. Schedule B is incomplete in the FBO distributed information.  Please distribute a complete set 
of schedules.  
 
Answer: (Refer to attached revised Schedule B Document.) 
 

11. Section 6.1.3 of the solicitation states:  “VA may install a rooftop mounted satellite system or 
other rooftop antennas for the building.  The Lessor shall provide a roof structure, which 
accommodates VA’s system, and shall coordinate with VA to provide the required structural 
mounting devices.”  Please provide specific information regarding quantity, size, weight, and 
mounting details for the equipment so the roof structure can be properly designed.   
 
Answer: (The requirements will be for two repeater antennas only.  This is a simple tripod 
mounting with minimal weight.) 
 

12. The SFO, Drawings from Cannon Design in the SFO and the VA design standards (PG-18-5 and 
PG-18-12) have different quantity of equipment in the rooms.  What takes priority for 
design/bidding?   
 
Answer: (The SFO takes priority for design/bidding.) 
 

13. Can the government confirm that D-X rooftop units will be an acceptable approach to providing 
cooling to all spaces in the Outpatient Clinic?  (ie, a chiller will not be utilized.)  There are many 
references that seem to indicate that a chiller is required to serve several of the areas, in 
particular, the Surgical Suite. SFO paragraph 6.4.10:  paragraph states that if we have any 100% 
outside air units, then a chiller must be provided to serve these units.  This paragraph 
essentially stipulates that a chiller is required for this building to serve the Surgical Suite.   
 
Answer: (A chiller system is required for the surgical suite to include surgery, Endo, SPS, 
Pharmacy Hood Rooms, and Pyxis Equipment Room.) 
 

14. Paragraph 6.4.11 stipulates that the minimum RTU size is 20 tons.  Given the relatively small 
size of the Surgical Suite, a dedicated rooftop unit (assuming it is allowed for the Surgical Suite) 
may not need this much cooling capacity.  Would the requirements for the minimum rooftop 
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unit size be relaxed if the load calculations for these areas indicate that less cooling capacity is 
required for the Surgical Suite and possibly other areas?    
Answer: (It is more than cooling capacity; it is humidity control to minimize infection control.  
This is why a chiller system is required for the spaces outlined above.) 
 

15. SFO Paragraph 6.4.16 indicates that the surgical suite must be served by a dedicated, 100% O/A 
unit.  The VA HVAC Design Guide indicates that only 4 ACH of O/A is required.  Which criteria 
should be followed?    
 
Answer: (The VA HVAC Design Guide indicates a “minimum” of 4 OA ACH.  Minimum total is 
20.  Follow this guideline.) 
 

16. SFO paragraph 6.4.10 (assuming chillers are required):  this paragraph states that at least two 
chillers would be required for redundancy.  Please confirm if this is really necessary for an 
Outpatient Clinic?  Providing two chillers instead of one will add significant cost to the project.   
 
Answer: (Two chillers not necessary if the one is robust enough.) 
 

17. If a D-X rooftop is acceptable option for the Surgical Suite, does this rooftop unit need to be on 
emergency power?   
 
Answer: (A D-X unit for the Surgical Suite is not acceptable.) 
 

18. SFO Paragraph 6.4.12:  indicates that two boilers (minimum) should be sized for a minimum of 
50% each.  Please confirm.   
 
Answer: (Elaborate on the end use for the proposed boilers.  Is it for space heating, or steam 
supply for SPS, etc.) 
 

19. The SFO drawings show no isolation rooms. Please confirm there will be no isolation rooms.   
 
Answer: (There are no isolation rooms.) 
 

20. Schedule B Excel spreadsheet, section 4,  Functional Room List: Bottom of pages all have 
Equipment Guide List- Schedule F,  is this correct? Schedule B is supposed to be owner provided 
yet it has a lot of repeat items from Schedule F which is VA provided?  What are we do we do 
with this list? Last page is 28 of 101, is this correct?  Are there  pages missing?   
 
Answer: (Refer to attached revised Schedule B Document.) 
 

21. Part III, Schedule B, section 4, excel spreadsheet room 1082, JSN code S1830, 2 each 75KW 
steam generators are listed. Part XI, schedule F, room 1082, JSN code S1830, QTY. 1 listed.  Who 
provides this item, and what is the correct quantity?   
 
Answer: (If this is for SPS, they are not required.  VA will purchase all in one sterilizers with 
their own built in steam generators.) 
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22. Are there fume hoods required in the lab. or pharmacy area’s? If so what type and who 
provides?  
Answer:  (One Biohazard (chemo) and One Laminar Flow hood.  The expectation is for the 
builder to install these items as they are an integral part of the exhaust system.) 
 

23. Part 1, Plumbing 6.6.1  ( Two primary sources ) Do two City water meters and main connections 
from the same source meet this intent if routed separately into the building?   
 
Answer: Only one primary source is required. Delete two primary sources and replace with 
one primary source. 
 

24. No MRI is located in the building, but part 1 6.4.16 discusses cryogen exhaust?  
 
Answer: (No MRI will be installed, only a CT scanner.) 
 

25. CT Scan equipment ( X 6241) – Is dedicated chilled water to be provided to this equipment? If so 
who provides this equipment chiller?   
 
Answer: (No.)  
 

26. General Radiology room 1126.  Does this equipment require any special utilities?  
 
Answer: (The general radiology room 1126 will come with its own back-up power.  It will only 
require the standard power requirements for a DX X-Ray unit.  Example: Continuous Power 
Demand = 4.6 KVA (Max Demand = 125 KVA), Minimum Transformer size of 150 KVA.) 
 

27. Is there a tube transport system in the facility?   
 
Answer: (There will be no tube transport system.) 
 

28. Are bariatric plumbing fixtures required for any other rooms than 1195, this is the only named 
bariatric toilet room on the plans.   
 
Answer: (Only the bariatric bathroom designated.) 
 

29. Reagent grade water requirement - What grade of water is required?  
 
Answer:  (Type One Reagent Grade Distilled Water is required.) 
 

30. There are multiple references in the SFO about ambulance access. There is no requirement on 
the bridging drawings by Canon Design about ambulance access. Which governs?   
 
Answer: (There will be no ambulance access required for this facility.) 

 
 

 
 


